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Read the poem and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

Fable 
 

by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 

 
The mountain and the squirrel 
Had a quarrel, 
And the former called the latter “Little Prig.” 
Bun¹ replied, 

5   “You are doubtless very big; 
But all sorts of things and weather 
Must be taken in together, 
To make up a year 
And a sphere. 

10  And I think it no disgrace 
To occupy my place. 
If I’m not so large as you,  
You are not so small as I,  
And not half so spry. 

15  I’ll not deny you make 
A very pretty squirrel track; 
Talents differ; all is well and wisely put; 
If I cannot carry forests on my back,  
Neither can you crack a nut.” 
 
 
¹Bun is the name of the squirrel 
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1 In the first two lines of the poem “Fable,” the poet presents the 
quarrel to introduce the basic idea that — 

A the squirrel strongly dislikes the mountain 

B the mountain may be a volcano that is about to erupt 

C the squirrel wants to have the entire mountain for his home 

D the squirrel and the mountain are clearly different from one another 

 
 
 
 

2 In line 14, the word spry means — 

A active 

B beautiful 

C angry 

D important 
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3 Which of the following techniques does the poet use throughout this 
poem? 

A Hyperbole 

B Personification 

C Internal rhyme  

D Alliteration 

 
 
 

4 What is the tone of the squirrel′s reply to the mountain? 

A Uncertain 

B Arrogant 

C Confident 

D Frustrated 
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Read the selection and answer the questions that follow. 

 

A Split-Second Decision 
 

1   The seconds were ticking down in the last game of Beau 
Birmingham’s basketball career. He sat on the bench, watching the 
seconds on the game clock ticking away, thinking to himself that there 
were just six minutes of basketball left in his life. Beau was not sad at 
all that he would never play basketball again. In fact, he was kind of 
relieved that it was over. Beau honestly didn’t even know if he really 
liked basketball, but it had always been a part of his life. His first pair of 
shoes had been a pair of high-top sneakers. When he was 8 years old, 
his father signed him up to play in a youth league. He had played 
basketball ever since. 

 

2   Beau’s father was the famous Jake Birmingham, star coach of the 
Central High Cowboys. In Atlanta, the Cowboys were unrivaled, and in 
the 20 years that “J.B.” had been coach there, they had gone to the state 
tournament 16 times. They had won the state championship six times, 
and Beau was on the team for two of those championships. 

 

3   If that sounds glamorous, then you just don’t know what it’s like 
to be Jake Birmingham’s son on Jake Birmingham’s team, fighting to win 
the man yet another state trophy. The first year Beau’s team was in the 
state finals, Beau was so nervous he didn't sleep for two weeks. The 
next year was even worse—that year he couldn’t eat or sleep. 

 

4   At six-foot-five, Beau had been a natural team leader in high 
school, and with two championship wins, he was offered a full 
scholarship to play for Baylor University. After four years of playing well 
in college, there was still no way Beau was going to become a 
professional player. Most of his Baylor teammates were bigger and better 
than he was, and none of them were big enough or talented enough to 
play professionally either. This was his last game of basketball, and he 
glanced at the clock again—5 more minutes. The score was close, but in 
5 minutes, Beau would lose the last game he would ever play. He had to 
admit that thought rankled him a little. He'd like to leave this sport on a 
good note, but it was looking like he would go out losing—again. 

 

5   This had been a terrible season for the Bears. They were ending 
with 9 more losses than wins; they were the last-ranked team in the 
division, and they were playing this last game against the undefeated 
Oklahoma Sooners. Baylor had played OU earlier in the season, and even 
with a home court advantage they had still lost by 30 points. This game 
was closer, but the end result was going to be the same. Beau looked at 
the scoreboard—4 more minutes, down by 6 points. Close, but no cigar. 
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6   Beau watched the game as he thought about what his dad would 
say to him. His dad watched every televised game, and he always called 
Beau during the game to leave messages on his voice mail. After every 
game, Beau would listen to the dozen or so messages that his father had 
left. “Beau! You’re giving away your shots! Get your head in the game, 
son!” Beau could just imagine the messages he was getting tonight. The 
closer the score, the worse his father's comments were. “You could have 
won it, son—you had the shot and you didn't take it!” 

 

7   Point for point, the Bears were staying with the Sooners. It was 
coming down to the last 2 minutes of the game, and it was close. The 
Sooner fans in the crowd were chanting and cheering and pounding out a 
wall of noise. The Bear fans...well, there weren’t many Bear fans. 

 
8   The Sooners were trying 

to run out the clock, and the 
Bears were trying to get 
possession. Suddenly, Beau’s 
roommate Gary Robinson stole 
the ball, drove down court, and 
pulled up for a beautiful 3-point 
shot. The Sooners were up by 1 
and tried to run down the last 
minute on the clock, so Mark 
Flesch fouled Doty Moore, the 
worst foul shooter on the OU 
squad. Unfortunately, that was Mark’s last foul— Baylor’s power forward 
was out of the game. Coach Henry told Beau to take his place with 58 
seconds left on the clock. 

 

9   Doty Moore missed his first free throw, but the second shot 
bobbled around the rim before finally falling through. The Sooners were 
up by 2, and Baylor had the ball with less than a minute to go and no 
time-outs left. Beau brought out the ball and passed up court. The game 
was fast and aggressive, and the Bears passed the ball around, looking 
for an opening in the Sooner defense. 
 

10   Fifteen seconds left. Beau caught a fast pass at the top of the 
key. He glanced at the hoop. He could shoot for 3 points and end the 
game. One way or another, it would be over. He could almost hear his 
father yelling, “Take the shot, Beau! Winners take the shot!” But 
suddenly the Oklahoma center was in front of him. The guy was huge, 
and Beau couldn't shoot over him. But he could outmaneuver him. 

 
 



 

    READING 8 ‐ 1st 9 Weeks Assessment                                                          DMAC Test Form RE.08.820.E 
 

 

      AISD Assessment 2019‐20                                                                                                                                      Page 6 

 
 
 
 

11   Ten seconds. Beau drove around the center into the painted area. 
The lane was blocked, so he side-stepped and looked for another 
opening. The colossal Sooner center caught up and moved between him 
and the basket, forcing Beau past the backboard. Beau saw an opening—
a crazy, left-handed shot, but one he had practiced. He heard his father’s 
voice screaming in his ears, “Take the shot!” He heard the crowd counting 
down the last seconds. He pumped to throw off the Sooner defense, and 
made what might be the last move of his career. 

 
12   Five seconds. He let go of the stress of the moment and let his 

instincts take over. He had played this game his whole life. He had 
scored thousands of points. He was going to have the best or the worst 
moment of his career right now. 

 

13   The noise of the crowd seemed to disappear, and time seemed to 
slow down as Beau spun and quickly threw the ball across to Gary 
Robinson, who was waiting alone at the 3-point line. Gary planted his 
feet behind the line and tossed the most beautiful 3-point shot Beau 
had ever seen. The sound of the ball ripping through the net was 
followed by the buzzer ending the game. Baylor had given OU their only 
loss of the season. 

 

14   Beau didn’t realize it until later, but that was the perfect way to 
end his basketball career. He was a winner who didn’t take the shot. He 
trusted his teammate and gave up individual glory for the whole team’s 
benefit. For the first time, Beau thought he finally understood 
basketball—a team sport. Gary got all of the attention for the victory 
over the Sooners, but everybody who had paid attention knew what Beau 
had done. More importantly, Beau knew what he had done. 

 

15   Later that night, back in his room, Beau checked his phone 
messages. Sure enough, there were several messages from his father. 
The time stamp told him the last call had come a few seconds after the 
game ended. 

 

16  Beau deleted it. 
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5 An external conflict described in this story involves a struggle to 
win the basketball game. An internal conflict described in this story 
involves Beau’s — 

A fear of Doty causing his team to lose the game 

B struggle to get a better position on the court 

C understanding of his own feelings toward basketball 

D interest in playing basketball against a better team 
 

 
 
 
6 In paragraphs 10 through 12 of “A Split-Second Decision,” why does 

the author begin each paragraph with the number of seconds left in 
the game? 

A The author is building suspense and anticipation. 

B The author wants the reader to know the game will end soon. 

C The author implies that the crowd is counting down the seconds 
of the game. 

D The author shows that Beau will run out of time before he makes 
his last shot. 

 
 
 
 
7 From information provided in paragraph 3, the reader can conclude 

that Beau — 

A has a great deal of admiration for his father 

B has a very difficult relationship with his father  

C wanted to lose weight so he would play better  

D loves playing basketball more than anything 
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8 How is the squirrel in the poem different from Beau in the 
story? 

A The squirrel is hesitant and not very active, while Beau is     
energetic on the basketball court. 

B The squirrel cannot describe any of his own skills or abilities, 
while Beau is a successful student athlete.  

C The squirrel rejects the importance of the mountain, while Beau 
always follows his father’s advice and guidance. 

D The squirrel is able to express his opinion to the mountain, while 
Beau decides not to listen or respond to his father’s call. 

 
 
 
 

9  The squirrel in the poem and Beau in the story would most likely 
agree that —   

A it is a good idea to listen to the voice of authority 

B it is satisfying to find one’s own way of doing things 

C there is no point in complaining about problems 

D competition brings out everyone’s worst qualities 

Use 'Fable' and 'A Split-Second Decision' to answer questions 8 and 9. 


